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FIRST COURT OF POCAHONTAS 






The business of the third day of this historical term of court was 

4 ^ ' m ' , i *+ * # 1 # 

the organization of the 127th Regiment of the State Milita as a part of 
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the Virginia military establishment• The following citizens were commiss 


i i 


ioned as officials: 

„ 

^ __ 11 *■ *- " j. r * j- * * 

John Baxter, Colonel 

J ‘ * T" ' ^ ^ f"’’- ’ 

■*« i - = » i I 

Benjamin Tallman, Lieutenant Colonel 

* k " . * / r *, • f - 1 ■*"*' p " 4 . 

William Blair> Major 

* * * _ ^ • ... ' • _ .* - ■■ 

^ "" (T “ t ^ *- ' ** f »»• | m 

Boone Tallman, William Arbogast 

* . ” .T * i ■* . ."! ■ 1 ^ j- fc' ” * * ^ „ i * 

* it? ■* L * * . I 1 ’ ■ pf • ■ * 4 _ ■ » ■-* m m m. ^ 

-i « !■ . ' i i " -. ^■'1 “ _ | “ j . b « , 

Henry Her old, Isaac Moore. 
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"■ ^ ■»■ ~ ■ 4 * . • 

f b ^ <-] 4 *•! i- 1 % : - “ - ^ ■ 

and Milburn Hughes, Captains 


1 *, * i ’ * 


m. 


Andrew G. Mathews 


> 


Robert. Warwick, William Morgan 


* 


illiam Young and James Rhea, Lieut 

fc # ' ” - k 

^# i m m w ' a f- ++***■: * , 

Jacob Slaven, James Wanless 

. - <( ■ 

Samuel Young and 


enants 


V 


E ns,igns 

* y 

Regimental 

« f H 


J ,* f 



V 


^ * jui tns 


— < 


time of the organization of the 127 Regiment 

b _ ' 


* i Jr ’■ 1 ^' w" L ” j, , 

ozz uotii the Civn w „ - - ■ -w6-xu«u C on March 7, 

Pin* 11 &T> Regimental Muster days were the bi* % ' ' 

. occasion on which all the men of the - 
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fv fw L _ 

J * t rj0 

yo t 

ountjr 
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r»4 f*. 
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w i ^ ^ IV r* 
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u ™4 f\ 

lb ^ ..^ .j, 

► „ f* 1 t 

f • 41 

* ri —- 

♦ tji 'f 4 * * 

r. 


jet together. Every man between the ages o 

to take part In the military practice. 


^ gh t 0 0 rj 


yoar •fi.'sr lUio organization of this p , 

' regiment the , 

r»r .thKb. 1 .1 . . .. . ... 


Lexington. 


fp 1 - 

* ^ f < if t 1 M /% 

‘ * 1 1 1 b 1111 * ■ j > 11 i t • i i» . , , 

UI ,Ul 1 fif or with hi 


OlUBf . 

* U|h *jft 




li 1 v 

* 1 y. 


oolorod mon wore the r*nvv 

b' 


, two colored men in 


>' “11 the coin 








for 





atne the yearly regimental 


ter” as it was 


» * • 1 i, • < i • 

. ■( y i ^ ? *'»W • , _ * < ■ *■ - - i 1 ■■ ^ , 

called. This took place in May just after corn planting. People 

**■]•** . C ' • r ■ ^ t ^ , . * i 1 \ # Jl - * ‘ _ a , + • ~ * 
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wded into Huntersville from all sections of the county and there was 
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2 ial hilarity. The saloons did a flourshing business. About eleven 

*' .. r - P - j * _# t ■* ’ v 1 •" / • *" ■* • " i,. - A. ' t *"' ]i *, ‘ ^ - « 


::i:ch sc*c 


o r c 


drum 


* % •- ft ■ “■ V 

appsai^d at the head of tlie street and paraded.the street proceeded by 

a P 4 * '■?* T m — ~ ° ’ 1 

11 r ' r n ~ _ .a -i "j|. ■■w “ ■* ft* f i t ft 

file and drum. On their return the Colonel instructed the adjutant to 

* ’ ♦- t‘' • * * ■ : ' . * T ^ ; ‘ 

have the regiment formed. The Colonel and staff, would then return to 


1 ft 


:arters • 


In the meantime the Captain gave orders for the men to fall into rank 


! I ^ 


ormed 


ness 


n 


■ mm m w ■ -a. p a ■ ■! ■■■ 

_ . % ** *m T. ^ m t * = | ’ ^ ^ * • . , #. - 4^. j. « 3 r •« ' « 

. ihe Colonel and. his staff would appear at the head, of the regiment 
as then reviewed by the Colonel and his staff proceeded by the band, 
ifcen he would return to the head of the regiment. The order was then 

* * * ■* jp* i— ** * 1 1 . ‘ ^ 'y/ ■ •* n t. -■* ^ " *4 . . - 


in 4 p 
^ * i L w 


form in column 


># 


rj 


ro 




^ 1 H 


A ^ ^ ♦ 


^ * 


. ■*’ — “*ft. - 4 ^ L r 

Ji f »» #• ■■ 'ta ' 

* “ rCh to a nel -Shboring field selected for the developmeots. 

•nr...hours would be passed in drill and fake battle, then the 
*uld sound the retreat# The 

7 ftft f . M ^ * - If 

• ■ >m . ^3cow and the whole' 


drum 


take 


column 


•nd regular order. There they disbanded. 


to Huntersville in 


* 


ll 


J* (* 

^ ' V 4 ' 


# w 




came 


*°* W, ‘ 1Ch °° many had lo olced forward. Night usually found 

- ? dt% '4M \ 4 • t 


' : • in town 


’ 1 1 *' v ■ -t l ^*'! not hint lcn, iV ei' # 
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*! f: 


♦ i 


ti 


• 0 »tv way home Whioh can be illustrated bv 


ome of them wcul 


y the follow- 


t r 












i 




• ± 


'■Jt' 




" et rning from -uster rather late lntt|e 
racing their horses In furious charge a 




6veiling some 


Cumin In 


Creek read, Two miles from Huntersville. While 

tbe oharge• Isaac Jordan's horse seemed to smell something of the 

■ m ». m j •* - . .p ***1 4 • %. • tr ■, a* '* ' if . ^ ’ *■ » 


. ^’ ? eve battle , 

:iis thigh. 


throwing 


I 1 am 


- J) ^ 
, * * * 


5vilie 


• * . * * 

sent for and Mr. Jordan was taken back to Mr. Gibson's 


_ * ' * 


1 Tfc. ^ - V - f * * . • J a “ 1|_, _ :■ - - ~m j * • . M - WW» ^ I 

John Cochran was employed to nurse him for three months until he 


t L 2 £ 


e to return home • 


"■i 
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Pocahontas citizens whoTwere colonels of the regiment were: John 




•+r* 
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* J 


er.iamine Tallman, John Hill, Paul McNeel, D.W. Kerr, James Tall- 


* 

/ 


* - I 


ammon, James T. Lockridge, 


David W, Kerr* 
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Chaptei 


Section. 2 



in tne 


^ Aa • i. i*> 

my life 1 have heard of the lost seng patch 

mountains somewhere between the headwaters of Green 

brier Ri ver and Shavers *’ork Cheat. One of the stories 

was that Union soldiers on a scouting tour in the mountains 

two of seng stalks, growing thick &s 


cane upon an acre or 


v^eeds • 


‘here was no tine to stop and dig, 


and those who 


survived one waT never 


could go back and find the place 


least, that is what they said. 


One of 


iverill, 


these soldiers, who fought under General 
was an uncle of Sol Workman (S. S. Workman)of 


* - 




-erl in ton* 


The young soldier marked-the place as being on 
he blazed line of an ancient land survey. He told his 


;phews, Jim 


and Sol Workman about it, and how they could 


4T* 4 


• !»■ t" ♦ ^ 


'■it il 


hey would fo 1 low the old land line* 


At a guess 


1 • '• * \ fV t + Pi f- TJ f* 


,eon a line of the old Phillip Survey, made 


* Vk t\ * ’ 


i f' / 


* w 


C h 


after the .American Revolution 

1 , 


One of the 


1 * 

■* r 4f 


,r.- of those old land surveys in that part of the 


trv is nearly twenty miles long on one hearing 

10 

Anyway about thirty years ago before 



fc* # 1 


Ol 


md Ji • ui top!, hook peeks of provisions 


^ \ DL 


1 * 


T 
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i r 


n nu 


f 5 

*■ w 1 


1 fit patch. 


Out from IHirbin 
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\ lino Of IT ■ 1 r k od t r 00 S» w n d f o r th 0 b o 11 or 
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of a ridge, but the late Thomas ICellison of Little Back 
Creek had beaten them to it by a matter of a few days. 




S stalks were lying around.in piles and bundles. He had 


iade a rich haul. 


There was plenty of sign too that the 


atch had been dug years before. 


Though the boys missed the big prize, the trip was 
" s11 " ort “ v.iiile as they dug nearly two hundred dollar 

otrng, as they traveled in ferreting out the big 


rth of 


r a 

^ to 4 (P 


went 


0n " :ie " ri - D xhe hoys found that the old line 
h such a bi^ patch of laurel, they were the better 




two days working their way through it 


, camping in 


#f 


i n 

* 


le of it one night. 


1 1 + 


though the big timber 


wa 


s cut years ago, Sol be- 




■ f * f t , c 

* • * A \ t 


*-he place so well marked in his mind that he 


4 * 
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w *y lo it again 


i ocahontas limss fop Juno 19 37 
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hapter 5 


Section 2 


J,.r. 1 a me s Workman of the Little Levels District gav© in© 
the following information: 

Along fibout 18^0 or 1840, A* J» Workman, the father of 

* * 


Sol 2 


* *' 

nd Jim Workman, bought a farm of 175 A cres on Rock Run. 


ounty 


I have been 


He -vas one of the greatest sengers in the < 

:old by many people that he could see a stalk of ginseng as far 

Re paid for this farm by selling gin- 


s the eye could carry. 


st seventy-five cents per pound. 



'Workman told me that 


r. -:.ose days ginseng was about the only thing that a farmer 
ould get any money from. Of course, the furs of the mink 

is could be sold or traded for salt, sugar or coffee. 


* to 


COOT 


* 


•* rn 


ine . 


would go to-iVilliaras River and stay for weeks at a 


him 


•} 


i* f 5 | ** *-* 


bacon, corn meal and coffee 
gun. Once, while out ther 


■STC u * 


panther kill a deer at night. 


As he had no gun, he 


,. Dorni118 ana then ,<mt to io °* ^ **» ot 

B* HU there was about half or the deer remaining 

. * t L i _ _ 


rt3,H ; . 4 : A 


L( r . 

^ * 


thl» and brought it back to use. 



W i 


* 




ft 

*• jPl jt-i* 

a mwmm 


** i 


•ortaoan remembers heari 
oha Bernese at HuntereviU 

-‘I <0! 


^ T 4 


I wh r 

M * i 


» * 


ttn<1 *<>bld bring homo salt, 

fV6r °°bid get that ho „ 0 


his father talk about trad' 
Ko would take his pelt; 



» coffee. 
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g% m. % Jm a. n 
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there were other 1 




icriut whlo 
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tel 
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ta 


if^n n «l 


* * ' y 


1 n rj 


noke root. 

lb*’ firm Main 1uKar h 0 


a v t! i* 
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He said that they, as children, thought it the finest candy they 


er eaten. 


The livestock was Jsept in pens near the house to keep it 
safe from the wild animals. But even this failed at times. 
Bears often came at night and took the pigs out of the pens. 

tnose days they did not worry so much about raising eioug 
orn for their stock. They would just turn them out and fatten 


n 


V *4 


* * 
on dogwood and birch. 

:hey had regular days for trading, usually near the last 


of the T^eekm 


They traded horses, live stock, fur 


ey had for the things they needed. 


r ■ 

* ■ ■ 


* «F T Br—— 

sometime between—1885 


Kao b. 






he^coal was hauled to Laurel Hun 


coal mine. was opened at Briary 


log train by the St. Lawrence Boom and lianufacturing 

' ^ • I h i fl 1 C\ r* r\mni + __ 


4 


• et a time and then p Ut together here. 


wago 


® * 4 J fi | . ) A , 1 . ,, 

* non to 3 ,f . 


The looomotive was 


* r ‘ 1 i 

- * * * j ^ 


ot that one hollow. 


There were 45,000,000 ft. of white pine 


r, 0 §l vlr 


i I Ofi^t 


* * kf 


G T l fi ft fi f 


ginla Geological Survey - 1929 - Pocahontas Co. 

und in the Pooono and Man oh 


••iSoa County ooala are to 


J| s 


* f 5 Ci r 


I 


. r 


«T t 


■-* u ^ l* y 

- 1% f- 


‘ tha Ittaalanlj.j.l and tlio Kaimulm and Ne 

^OttaviU# Sari.;, t.ut dtoia only t i a 


• River 




*°* U of oosHaroim vnUi* and mimibu, .» 


Uie lutter two 


7 1 . _ 

* * c 


' s-i .. 
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iorn "uat Virginia being 
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01 


-tlroly absent 

1 that 


in this area. 


The coals of the Kanawha and New 


. _ Groups n are present in this county are confined to the western 

|C&TPp I - .a . iHjflB h i? H HU 3By i S JS IS sj $ s pj .... ij ^ 

. t of Little Levels, Edray, and G re enbank Districts. 

x 1 n* a ^ ^ 


Of the 


; .ve Pottsville coals which occur in this county 


t r 0 r 6 a 


re three which appear to have a definite minable thickness 


ir. 


^ cs localities. 


The 


three beds regarded as minable in descend- 


ir , order are the Gilbert, Hughes Ferry,, and Sewell coals. 

* * ^ 


di 


r6r ;.gt s and their general inaccesibility, their development will 

undoubtedly be in the somewhat distant future, but should never- 

*■ 

t hales s be considered as one of the county’s valuable potential 


resources* 


r ‘* r * *■ 

There fire no commercial mines in Pocahontas County# 


■- - 


Vc r 


In the vicinity of Hillsboro, there are deposits of marble 

zftk' J r** * ■* 

"' a tNMMM 

- 1U , tr. color from red 'to maroon to a pinkish tinge and from that 




various shades of gray 


This marble phase varies from 25 


to 

* 

*■» 

A f 

U 1 

e e t 

in 

th 


** 1* 



k \ fl 

q r* 

Ip m * 



* K 1 

^ A , A/ 
m 




1 , 1 

™ ri 

# # 

i 

K 1 ^ 

f i* .. 

* 1 

p > 4 . 4 


thickness and will produce stone suitable for or- 
s . ,,t the time of the building of the new State 
rble was offered but refused, perhaps on account 
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I 


^ t f 

§ v P 
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C-; §9 ■ ■ 

*, t ( 


C Til bill ty 


1 c* 


4 fi (> tj 
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_ ha _ ter 5 - Section 1 


The old log house on the farm of Mr. A. J. Workman had 


floors 


nsde of inch boards* 


A man named William killer had 


viewed the boards by hand out of poplar. 


about 


To clean these floors, 
thick. This would be 


j.e 


- t on f 0ur or five days and when the floors were scrubbed, they 


7> C \ 


ijid be white and clean. 


The pioneer homes were kept scrupously 


There were no regular hours for work 


Both the men and 


the women worked from daylight to dark. 


The food was coarse 


but they had plenty of it. 


Such a thing as a balanced meal 


bed never been hear! of. They had plenty of all kinds of wild 

_ _ _ . 

"eat sri fish# Corn meal* was used mostly for bread, but once 

- £~ g «■ ■ _► “ . , 

wheat bread. This was quite a 


2 great while 


-i _ jp a. 

would "have 


1 

1 


I 


/ 


I ! be leundry was done at the creek when it was no u too 


Id 


bey used big kettles for heating the water# 


* * 




V i * 


Iron cooking uten- 


^ T c ~ w £ 


f c* r 


1 almost altogether because the food was cooked over 




t* 
* * 


or in the coals 


* 

* # 


days 


there was not so much stress laid on bathing 


t* Jt (, # * 


f boy could swim end from early spring until late fall. 




» u v; i *» 


reelc to awirn and incidentally bathe# 
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This is the story of "Lame Paw" the Outlaw, as told by 


:_r. .-.ndrew Price in the 1926 Blue -^ook. Five years ago "Lame 

raw" stepped into a steel trap and left a toe to show who had 

been there and the toe was hung up and after that the big 

track registered the identity of the animal. He had been 

making his home on Gibson's Knob. This is not the highest 

<1 

peak in these mountains but it is well up in the forty odd 
hundred feet and in a way it is one of the most spectacular 
.eaoures of the landscape* It has been cleared on the top 
and forms a long mound covered with blue grass. The mount- 
a in is encircle d on ever y side by fine blue grass rarms and it 
la the.center of one of the finest grazing countries in West 

- ' 4 .. J * 1 r **_ W *~ f 4 * , T "m #• «*_ l I? * 1 - , ** “ <$■'’■$ „ 

irginia* 3 . , 


-.O /. 


r.e 


* 

f 


» ^ 




County roads enclose it. 


Starting at Edray and rol- 


n f' the pike to Linwood, and turning there and traversing - 
road to Ulover Creek and thence to Poage's Lane and Warwick 


J * 




* 


o idray you travel a circle of thirty-three miles. 


I have tried to get a list of the 


men who made up the 


f 1 W 


hat day after La 


mo Paw 


at m 

9 * 


V, 


find I tajlad to some who were 
id wa« told of twelve men and twelve hounds that made 

In addition to that evnry man on ev^ry side of 


' 5 tout. 


e Vjtob 


11 /; 


IX 


i ; 


r 1 ' , " 1 * 11 •> i a ; 'mi a ml wa a r ami v 


to fire. 


TT * m 




* 1 I 


* I ,1 . 

‘"IV r* 


ii »i<Mi ttum: 


sharleu ’ nets, James Gibs 


Cj 


1 t 


l ^ 9%. M f i 

* * i V 9 4 l / ‘ * * J I 1 
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■ ll v j » Aiiy iijtJr I ti O V 
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COUNTY 


T), ,n 

i v.'U_*%!lu >• ± atO 


-f> — 


E. Poage, Ross Hamrick, Carl Gibson, French Hoover 


\Jt 


v ‘ . ‘ W •* ) 


,^p ill. 


^ I 


later: 


* > 


4 V 


■s c ' v; 011 110 w 


Henry Simmons, .^raos 
t, sixteen in all. 


'.Vooddell, Elmer Hannah and 


0 


f the twelve hounds, two were heroes,"Roamy” , belong- 


11 ? to James ^ 


ibson, and "Liner”, belonging to Dallas Tacy. 


* ■> 




slanders were placed and the hounds taken to the top 


'.--son's Knob, and there in the bear wallow was fresh sign 

Sd —■ ** dm- ^ *** * * W 




> P Q T* 


The- hounds were loosed and within a hundred 


: iifny yards they jumped the big bear and another from 


^ j o X 


a »ind Shake Fall, near a laurel patch. Lame 


- _ I 


a r 

■T 

■ p — - to 


r.ion in crime lit out from there as fast as he 


foot to the ground and took with him ten hounds 




r as is known is going yet. 


It was a part of the 


Ulg of the ancient bear, no doubt, to have a young rac- 


f * 


. . - 4 Jl V 


to draw off such dangers as this. 


• iy end Liner had been conferring over the matter 


it f I 


ary .veil the small bear was not the object 


. v :.'.n not been for these wise dogs, the 


een drawn away after 


the subservient 


f * 


ft 


f* 

i 


Lilt! 


purpose end Lame \ aw would 


i i 


? i h 1 

4| « 4 # 


a wn brooding over tL; 
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t 
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could not do anything with the hounds. 


One good 


.^oi his 


paw w 



hound 


but the hounds side 


«teoT>ed and kept out of the way 


i'hey also kept him from 


leeing rapidly* 
nd one on the other. 

t *U w * 


One hung on one flank of the big bear 


Las 


o chew and paid attention to it. 


Each dog picked the hind leg that he 

When Roamy bit the 



and 


ssi S ned to him, the bear mould stop and cuff him off, 
iner mould then fasten on the leg left exposed and the big 

...* 0 T;as much harried and distressed. 

The hounds in the meantime were giving tongue and let 


Lr ^ 


know 


The bear 


iroled and ran about two miles until he made his last stand 




und 


Hannah 


fern, near the passway towards Slaty -Boric. 


"he chase came near 


the piece where ^ames Hibson and 


I * 


n 


-*■ m. 


Vi ere ste 



ng 


and the hunters, who were close to- 


■> aMk V-, - 

M r 

* * * m 


* % 


both started to run to the hounds, for they could 

m 

* 

i hunt had passed them and that the bear was at 


w * f v m w 

► * M # W ft, * 


+ ^ 


the houna:;. 


The two hunters ran in company a 


but there was this i ii iTerenoe: 


James Gibson 


r 


lixty**oit 7082*8 old* end after the lirst mile lound 

||F Hf w 

somewhat affooted him though still sound in 


t i p r * 


1 11 Mn 

-w « 4 - 4 ■ m • 


, j' i (i;a ,hoots woo in his twonties h nd did 


ti 

4 


n r he had to t utt 


;.<’i«l ii*-” I,;r . Gibson slow up 


r> 


♦* 

m 


> ■ m\ , l v>winl up 8180 ; nd iid illti t ha 


in f 


r\ v 


* <■ 


*j«. n it. Qiuaon at a slow* r v«oo 


Mr 







